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ANITA AHUJA

Creativity really knows no boundaries and 

Anita Ahuja is an example of that. She took the 

waste garbage and converted that into a fashion 

accessory! All one really needs is the burning desire 

to do something and make a difference.

Anita Ahuja, internationally acclaimed artist 

and award winning designer and writer is the power 

behind the social enterprise Conserve India. Born 

out of a desire to reduce India’s mountain of waste, 

improve energy efficiency, and help some of Delhi’s 

poorest out of the city’s slums, Conserve India has 

made a successful venture by turning plastic bags 

into high fashion. 

Conserve India has grown from a small seed 

of a local experimental project into a huge tree of 

life providing shade to 300 people. 

Anita says, “Instead of just recycling garbage, 

we thought of upcycling by washing, drying, and 

pressing the bags into sheets.  Handmade Recycled 

Plastic (HRP) was born and designs for handbags, 

wallets, shoes and belts quickly came flooding in.” 

The project changed the lives of so many 

people. Today, Conserve India employs and trains 

hundreds of people from Delhi’s most disadvantaged 

communities to clear their streets of the plague of 

plastic bag waste.  Once the waste bags are turned 

into HRP products they are sold for profits which are 

then spent in the same communities on education 

and welfare programmes. As a natural progression 

with inspiration from her experience of working 

with rag pickers, Anita explored the combination of 

art and science and made the concept of “waste as 

an art” possible. 

Anita has many accolades to her name for her 

amazing work. Ashoka Fellow, Bill Clinton – Letter 

of Commendation, Women Empowerment Award 

by Delhi Chief Minister are few of the many awards 

that sit on her mantelpiece.

An urban lady, who like most of us, lives 

in the concrete jungle, Anita has put her creative 

genius into finding an artistic solution to garbage. 

Conserve bags are today sold all around the world 

as fashion accessories. Her endeavor is testimony 

to the fact that a brilliant idea can be born out of 

anything, even garbage. 
Anita Ahuja, Creative Director, 

Conserve India & Conserve HRP

Invest in yourself to build 
your physical and mental 
muscle. Be the queen of your 
life. Balance will automatically 
come. A natural road will be 
formed for the fulfillment of 
your dreams.”

“
Inspired by several designers and artists with 

whom she shared professional canvas, Anita knows 

that following and building dreams need time and 

effort. Equipped with enthusiasm to make the 

world a better place to live, Anita isn’t one who lets 

challenges stand a chance!   

 Anita Ahuja, Creative Director, Conserve 

India & Conserve HRP, is an internationally 

acclaimed artist and award winning social 

entrepreneur. Conserve India has a unique human 

capital structure of rag-pickers being both suppliers 

and employees. The concept of uniqueness is 

also extended to the products by utilizing waste 

material like plastic, tyre tubes, labels, seat belts to 

create fashion accessories like hand bags.


